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put on record in a letter from Mr. Balfour to Lord Rothschild on
November 2, 1917 :
His Majesty's Government view with favour the establishment in Palestine
of a national home for the Jewish people and will use their best endeavours
to facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly understood that
nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of
existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine or the rights and political status
enjoyed by Jews in any other country.
Had Balfour been a little better acquainted with the conditions of
the country he would probably have been rather more cautious in
wording this letter. The phrase "national home" raised large
expectations among Zionists, many of whom interpreted the declara-
tion as meaning that Palestine was to be converted into a Jewish
country ruled by Jews, and were deeply disappointed when subsequent
British Governments pointed out to them that it was limited to the
establishment of a Jewish national home in Palestine and subject to the
proviso that the rights of the non-Jewish population should not be
prejudiced. The prospect of a large Jewish invasion was regarded
from the beginning with great misgiving by the non-Jewish popula-
tion, both Arab and Christian, and to reconcile the clash of interests
between them and the new immigrant population was year by year
a task of the greatest difficulty.
Palestine is a country about the size of Wales, consisting in large
part of stony uplands which give a scanty living to goats and sheep.
Opinion differs as to its ultimate capacity when developed and irrigated,
but it is not likely to provide a good living for more than 1,500,000
people in any time that can be foreseen. There are already a million
Arabs in the country, and between 1923 and 1933 the Jewish popula-
tion rose from 83,000 to 230,000. The Arabs are a very prolific
people, and their normal rate of increase is considerably greater than
that of the Jews, apart from immigration ; the pressure to admit Jews
was intensified by the anti-Jewish movement in Germany, and the
problem has been greatly complicated by the agitation of the
" Revisionist" Zionists, who wish the Balfour declaration amended
in such a way as to satisfy their demand that Palestine shall be the
Jewish National Home and all of it open to Jewish exploitation.
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